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Synopsis

The paperback edition of one of the most acclaimed novels of the year -- a love story & legal drama
that received five starred reviews and multiple honors.Marcelo Sandoval hears music no one else
can hear--part of the autism-like impairment no doctor has been able to identify--and he’s always
attended a special school where his differences have been protected. But the summer after his
junior year, his father demands that Marcelo work in his law firm’s mailroom in order to experience

"the real world."
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Customer Reviews

MARCELO IN THE REAL WORLD is quite simply one of the most beautiful and moving stories that
| have ever read. By author Francisco X. Stork, this lovely, thoughtful book tells the very special
story of Marcelo, a seventeen year-old boy with a high-functioning autism spectrum disorder. Told
from Marcelo’s point of view, the reader is transported into a very unique way of thinking, bringing
Marcelo’s world alive with amazing clarity and detail.In MARCELO IN THE REAL WORLD, Marcelo
Sandoval has always experienced music in his head that no one else can hear, and he has always
attended a school where his unique differences and abilities have been nurtured and protected. But

the summer before his senior year, his father requires Marcelo to work in his law firm’s mailroom, so



that Marcelo can begin to understand and experience "the real world," and, perhaps, attend the
mainstream high school for his final year. At the law firm, Marcelo develops friendships with
Jasmine and Wendell. But are they real friendships? Only time will tell. As the summer unfolds,
Marcelo learns about many new emotions and ways of life, from competition, jealousy, anger, and
desire, to patience, control, wisdom, and strength. When he finds a disturbing photo in a box of
documents to be destroyed - a picture of a girl with horrific injuries - Marcelo finally, truly connects
with the real world, and begins to understand his place in it. Marcelo learns about pain, suffering,
and injustice in the world, as well as what he can do to fight it. This story is told in the first person by

Marcelo, and it his most unusual way of thinking and speaking that completely draws the reader in.

Reason for Reading: | have Aspergers and have wanted to read this book since I first heard of
it.Summary: Seventeen year old Marcelo has Aspergers (high functioning form of autism) though he
doesn't like to label himself that way but when asked does say that the closest diagnosis for his
condition would be Aspergers. He’s lived a very happy life, going to an upscale private school for
kids with learning or psychological difficulties. Here he is allowed to be himself, follow his interest
and gently learn how to communicate with the "normals". Aspies have obsessions and Marcello’s
special interests (as he prefers to call them) are first and foremost God. His family is Catholic, he
prays the rosary and memorizes scripture but he also reads theology from all sorts of perspectives
and meets regularly with a Rabbi friend of his mother’s for hour long sessions on discussing God.
His other interest is Halflinger ponies which are raised at his school and used as therapy for autistic
and other hard to reach children. He looks after them and has planned once again to work there this
summer vacation but Marcelo’s father has a different plan for him this time. His father refuses to
believe that Marcelo has any sort of condition that (now that he’s a man) getting out in the "real
world" will not help him overcome and he has arranged for Marcello to work in his law firm’s mail
room for the summer with the stipulation that if he does well he can decide whether he wants to go
back to his special school for his last year of high school or to public school but if he fails to meet all
tasks assigned to him he will have to go to public school for his last year. Thus his father hopes a

dose of "real world" will cure his son.Comments: | loved this book!
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